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GOP continues Trump defense 


President’s lawyers spotlight Bidens, 
Ukraine corruption in 6th day of trial 


By ERIC TUCKER, ZEKE 
MILLER AND LISA MASCARO 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Senators 
faced mounting pressure Monday 
to summon John Bolton to testify 
at President Donald Trump’s im- 
peachment trial even as Trump’s 
lawyers brushed past extraordi- 
nary new allegations from Trump’s 


former national security adviser 
and focused instead on corruption 
in Ukraine and historical argu- 
ments for acquittal. 

Outside the Senate chamber, Re- 
publicans grappled with claims ina 
forthcoming book from Bolton that 
undercut a key defense argument 
— that Trump never tied withhold- 
ing military aid to Ukraine to his 
demand that the country help in- 


vestigate political rival Joe Biden. 

The revelation clouded White 
House hopes for a swift end to the 
impeachment trial, fueling Demo- 
cratic demands for witnesses and 
possibly pushing more moderate 
Republican lawmakers toward 
such testimony. 

It also distracted from hours of 
arguments from the Trump legal 
team, who declared anew that no 
witness has testified to direct 
knowledge that Trump’s delivery 
of aid was contingent on investiga- 
tions into Democrats, though 
Bolton appeared poised to say ex- 


E INSIDE: A manuscript from 
John Bolton’s book about his time 
as Trump’s national security 
adviser offers a rebuttal to claims 
by the president and his legal 
team that the Ukraine aid was 
held for political reasons. 10A 


actly that if called on by the Senate 
to appear. 

“We deal with transcript evi- 
dence, we deal with publicly avail- 
able information,’ attorney Jay 
Sekulow said. “We do not deal with 
speculation, allegations that are not 


based on evidentiary standards at 
Trump is charged with abusing 
his power by asking Ukraine’s 
leader to help investigate Biden at 
the same time the president was 
ordering that millions of dollars in 
aid be withheld — and then ob- 
structing Congress in its probe. 
Trump’s legal team on Monday, 
including high-profile attorneys 
Ken Starr and Alan Dershowitz, 
launched a wide-ranging historical, 
legal and political attack on the en- 


See TRIAL, 10A 


Broward 
Board 
demands 
changes 


Fixes to school district’s 
troubled maintenance 
department sought 


By SCOTT TRAVIS 


Broward School Board mem- 
bers demanded immediate action 
Monday to fix a maintenance de- 
partment plagued by a huge work 
backlog, questionable spending 
and the federal indictment of a 
former administrator. 

A workshop Monday focused 
mostly on issues raised by a Sep- 
tember review by the Council of 
Great City Schools, which warned 
the district’s maintenance prob- 
lems have reached a crisis level. 
Thousands of work orders have 
remained open for years, the re- 
view found. 

Principals complained in the 
review that newer western 
schools that serve more affluent 
students got priority over decay- 
ing poor schools in the east. 

“This is urgent. We have to act 
now,” Board member Rosalind Os- 
good told district staff. “I know 
you guys have a way of doing 
things, but it’s not working. Re- 
quests keep coming in; things keep 
happening. We have to be able to 
respond. There’s no other way 
around it.” 

A review team from the council 
agreed that the district’s aging 
infrastructures and building 
equipment could no longer wait. 
“Delaying would simply increase 
costs to the level of unsustainabil- 
ity,’ the report said. 

“When you read this audit, it 
feels like this department has just 
been run amok,” Board member 
Robin Bartleman said. “There 
seems to be a lack of oversight, a 
lack of accountability.” 

The review says the depart- 
ment has suffered budget cuts 
since the recession and needs a lot 
more money to operate. 

Maurice Woods, the district’s 
chief operating and strategy offi- 
cer, asked the board for $500,000 
to make initial fixes to the depart- 
ment. 

But board members were reluc- 
tant, saying the department’s 
spending already makes them 
nervous. 

Grounds work provided by dis- 
trict employees cost $3,125 per 
acre, compared with $1,915 for 
other Florida districts. 

The disparity was particularly 
stark for grounds work performed 
by outside contractors, with 


See CHANGES, 9A 


OPENING NIGHT IN MIAMI 


Kansas City Chiefs players pose during a Super Bowl Opening Night photo shoot at Marlins Park on Monday. Super Bowl Opening Night is the 

kickoff to a week of Super Bowl festivities, culminating with Sunday’s game. Monday night, players and coaches from both the Chiefs and San 
Francisco 49ers addressed the nation via a live news conference in Miami. The 49ers are seeking their sixth Super Bowl title, while Kansas City 
is in its first Super Bowl in 50 years and seeks its second NFL title. More coverage in Sports, 1C 
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west Kendall home in May 2015. 


By MARIO ARIZA 


A mom was saving up money 
for her daughter’s 15th birthday, 
planning an unforgettable com- 
ing-of-age celebration. Imagine 
the mother’s surprise when fed- 
eral agents raided her home and 
seized the $15,000 in cash she 
was planning to use to pay for 
the party. 

Miladis Salgado is a 


54-year-old Colombian immi- 


Auschwitz survivors issue warning 


Survivors of the camp warned about the ominous 
growth of anti-Semitism and hatred in the world. 6A 
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Officers seized some $15,000 in suspect cash from Miladis Salgado’s 


Supreme Court could 
weigh in on seized $15K 


grant who splits her time work- 
ing at an airport duty-free store 
and Subway sandwich shop. It 
was heartbreaking to lose the 
funds: “That was money I’d 
saved for my daughter’s quin- 
ceanera,” she said. 

The agents raided Salgado’s 
suburban West Kendall home in 
May 2015 because they were act- 
ing on a bogus tip from a confi- 


See COURT, 10A 


At least eight dead in dock fire 


The fire chief in Scottsboro, Alabama, says explosive 
fire consumed at least 35 vessels at a river marina. 7A 


Prosecutors slam 
Palm Beach ex-cop 


Raja argued 25-year 
prison sentence should 
be dismissed by court 


By MARC FREEMAN 


Nouman Raja be- 
came the first Florida 
police officer in three 
decades to be convicted 
for an on-duty police 
shooting. And now he 
argues his 25-year pris- 
on sentence for shoot- 
ing stranded motorist 
Corey Jones dead was a 
mistake. 

He says the evidence and the 
jury’s findings can’t possibly 
support such a punishment. 

Prosecutors quickly blasted 
the former Palm Beach Gardens 
cop’s new claims, saying it’s 
nothing more than him trying to 
get a “second bite at the apple” 

Raja’s actual appeal hasn’t 
even started yet. This is his bid to 
have “sentencing errors” correc- 


Raja 


ted by the trial judge, before the 


appellate court reviews the case 
and its momentous outcome. 

In his new argument, Raja is 
looking mainly to wipe out the 
sentence he received for at- 
tempted first-degree murder. 
That conviction was for 
the bullets that missed 
Jones during the Oct. 18, 
2015, confrontation 
along an Interstate 95 
off-ramp. 

Raja, 42, also was 
convicted of man- 
slaughter by culpable 
negligence, with jurors 
concluding that the 
plainclothes officer’s 
reckless conduct caused the 
death of the 3lyear-old drum- 
mer with the disabled SUV. 

Raja wants a new sentence for 
the manslaughter count too; His 
lawyers previously suggested the 
minimum possible 14 years ac- 
cording to state sentencing 
guidelines. 

Palm Beach County Circuit 


See RAJA, 9A 


Virginia officially ratifies ERA 


Clears way for likely fights over whether Equal Rights 
Amendment can be added to the U.S. Constitution. 8A 
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